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tho country or abroad, and nothing bo observed. And
yet it ' got about.' The way things get about is through
the Hugo Bohuns. Nothing escapes their quick eyes and
slow hearts. Their mission is to peer into society, like
professional astronomers ever on the watch to detect the
slightest change in the phenomena. Never embarrassed
by any passion of their own, and their only social
scheming being to maintain their transcendent position,
all their life and energy are devoted to the discovery of
what is taking place around them ; and experience, com-
bined with natural tact, invests them with almost a super-
natural skill in the detection of social secrets. And so it
happened that scarcely a week had passed before Hugo
began to sniff the air, and then to make fine observations
at balls, as to whom certain persons danced with, or did
not dance with ; and then be began the curious process of
what he called putting two and two together, and putting
two and two together proved in about a fortnight that it
was all up between Lady Oorisande and the Duke of Brecon.

Among others he imparted this information to Lothair,
and it set Lothair a-thinking; and he went to a ball that
evening solely with the purpose of making social observa-
tions like Hugo Bohun. But Lady Corisande was not
there, though the Duke of Brecon was, apparently in high
spirits, and waltzing more than once with Lady Grizell
Falkirk. Lothair was not very fortunate in his attempts
to see Bertram. He called more than once at Crecy
House too, but in vain. The fact is, Bertram was natu-
rally entirely engrossed with his own difficulties, arid the
Duchess, harassed and mortified, could no longer be at
home in the morning.

Her Grace, however, evinced the just appreciation of
character for which women are remarkable, in the confi-
dence which she reposed in the good sense of Lord St.
Aldegonde at this crisis. St. Aldegonde was the only one